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It is not the strongest of 
the species that survive, 
nor the most intelligent, 
but the one that is most 
responsive to change.

Charles Darwin
naturalist



3 key messages

Ecosystem-based adaptation helps people 
adapt to the changing climate.



Ecosystem-based adaptation succeeds 
only when nature is able to adapt.

3 key messages



Ecosystem-based adaptation works best 
when combined with other approaches. 

3 key messages



resilience

A resilient system is one that is able to 
maintain its capacity to respond to change.
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adaptation

Adaptation is responding to 
and preparing for change.
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What is ecosystem-
based adaptation?



nature and adaptation

ecosystem-based
adaptation

ecosystem-centric
adaptation

ecosystem-friendly
adaptation



ecosystem-centric adaptation

helping nature adapt



ecosystem-centric adaptation

provide movement 
corridors

identify climate 
refugia

climate-smart 
restoration



ecosystem-friendly adaptation

helping people adapt without harming nature



ecosystem-friendly adaptation

rainwater 
harvesting

seed banks fog catchers



helping peopleadapt by usingnature

ecosystem-based adaptation



helping peopleadapt by using nature



EbAbegins with identifying the needs of 
people in a changing climate



then asking how ecosystems can help 
meet these needs


